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Choose the story you would like to sponsor to be recorded and made available online.

Ereshkigal and Nergal
The queen of the Land of the 
Dead—Ereshkigal—seduces 
the god of death—Nergal—and 
falls in love with him. When 
he leaves her she is distraught 
and threatens to free the dead. 
Nergal returns to the Great Below 
and forces Ereshkigal to share 
her throne.

Etana
Etana, the king of Kish, 

rescues an injured 
eagle from the bottom 
of a pit. He flies on 
the back of the eagle 
to the gods in the 

sky, looking for the 
goddess Ishtar and 
the herb of birth so 

his wife can have 
a baby boy.

Inana and Shukaletuda
Shukaletuda is a spotty youth 
tending his vegetable garden. 
The goddess Inana falls 
asleep under a nearby 
tree. Shukaletuda 
makes love to the 
goddess while she 
sleeps. For 
this he must 
die. But his 
song goes 
on forever.

Adapa
A fisherman from Eridu named 
Adapa breaks the wing of the 
South Wind. He is summoned 
to the gods in the sky and 
gains eternal wisdom but 
not eternal life. His story 
makes him famous forever.

Dumuzid’s dream
Dumuzid, the shepherd god and husband of the 
goddess Inana, has a bad dream predicting his 

own capture and 
death. His sister 

interprets the 
dream  for  him 
and tries to save 

him. But his dream 
comes true.

Enki and Ninmah
The gods and goddesses are 
having a party. The god of 
fresh water and wisdom—
Enki—disputes with the 
womb goddess, Ninmah. 
To outwit her he invents 
sexual intercourse as 
a means of human 
reproduction.
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The Huluppu Tree
The goddess Inana asks the 
young Gilgamesh to make 
her throne and bed from the 
Huluppu Tree. With the left-
over wood he makes himself a 
bat and a ball but drops them 
into the Land of the Dead. His 
friend Enkidu risks all to recover 
them.

The Lugalbanda Myth
The princes of Unug march with old king Enmerkar 
toward the city of Aratta. Lugalbanda falls sick, and 
his brothers leave him behind in a mountain cave. 

He recovers, encounters 
the Anzud 
b i r d , 

gains great 
r u n n i n g 

power and be-
comes the heir to the 

throne of Unug.

The Poor Citizen of Nippur
A poor man of Nippur—Gimil 
Ninurta—gives the Mayor 
of Nippur a goat as a gift.  
The Mayor tricks Gimil 
Ninurta by taking 
his goat and 
giving him only 
gristle to eat 
at the feast. Gimil 
Ninurta then tricks the 
Mayor not once, not 
twice but three times.

Inana and the King
The people of Sumer worship their goddess Inana. 
To the sound of special drumming they parade to 
her temple for the sacred marriage rite. The king 
makes love to the goddess, and the land of Sumer 
flourishes.

The Cursing of Agade
This story describes the war-time des truction of 

the city of Agade. 
Its vivid and 

e v o c a t i v e 
imag ery was 

written by a 
Mesopotamian 
3000 years 

ago. It reads 
like an eye-witness 
account written today.

The Great Flood
In this Mesopot amian 
story of the Great 
Flood the hero 
is Atrahasis. The 
almighty god Enlil 
becomes angry when 
humans talk so much 
he can’t sleep. He 
sends a great flood to 
destroy them all. Wise 
Atrahasis builds a 
boat and survives.
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